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Welcome & Introduction by:

French Ambassador to Australia,
H.E. Pierre Viaux

Professor Whitworth.
Professor Garnett.
Professor Syrota,
Distinguished representatives of Australian and French
firms,
Distinguished representatives of universities, research
organisations and associations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Ten years ago, in 1992, ANSTO and the French Atomic
Energy Commission signed an agreement to develop
cooperation on the peaceful uses of advanced nuclear
technologies. This enabled projects to develop with
particular interest on both sides, and the agreement was
renewed in September 1997 for another 5 years. The first
subject field in which major collaboration was established
was Nuclear Medicine.

On the French side, this collaboration has been (and still is) inspired and led by
Professor Bernard Maziere, whom many of you know, and who is here with us today.
On the Australian side, Professor Helen Garnett, who together with Dr. D. Cook hosted
the first Australian-French Symposium on Nuclear Medicine in 1992, has also been
personally involved in this cooperation throughout this time. l would like to thank Prof
Garnett and Prof Maziere personally, and through them all their colleagues, for their
continuous involvement.

This continuity is typical of the many people who became involved as the work
progressed, allowing our cooperation to grow on a solid basis. One of these people,
who is present today and whom I salute, is Professor Gerhard Lowenthal. His
contribution to nuclear medicine has been recognised by our two countries, by the
awards of the Ordre National du Mérite and the Order of Australia.

You have come here today from a number of Australian and French universities,
research organisations and hospitals. You show that in ten years we have established a
strong network in a scientifically focused and socially important field.

During these ten years, several major events and achievements have taken place. I will
highlight only three of the recent events, each very different in nature.

ln March 2000, two conferences on French developments in Nuclear Medicine were
held in Melbourne and Sydney. They attracted more than 80 distinguished Australian
professionals. They were organized by the Australian—French AFAS associations in
New South Wales and Victoria, AFAS being the Australian French Association of
Science. Since then, a new President, Dr Carl Munoz-Ferrada, who is with us today,
has lead AFAS New South Wales. He has made a strong contribution to the subject,
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being the President of Gammasonics, he is also a specialist in nuclear medicine. AFAS

receives significant support from the French Embassy.

In May 2000 in Nantes and in December 2000 in Sydney, two seminars focusing on

special projects were organised within the framework of FAIR.

FAIR stands for the French-Australian Industrial Research program, which facilitates the

establishment and support of links between the industries and research teams of our

two countries. The FAIR seminars marked stages in the collaboration between ANSTO,

Murdoch University in Perth, Fremantle Hospital, and the French Institute for Medical

Research INSERM.

They led to the design of new radio-pharmaceuticals and the creation of a start-up

company, Chelatec, which is represented here today. In Australia, most aspects of the

FAIR program are managed by the Australian Department of Education, Science and

Training and by the French Embassy. They are both sponsors of this Symposium.

In October 2001, a delegation from the University of Tours signed an agreement with

the University of Sydney, which will allow us to start double-badged PhDs. It is planned

that two PhD students, one from each country, will initially take part in this scheme, in

the field of Radiopharmacology. This will further strengthen the cooperation between the

teams of Professor Denis Guilloteau and Professor Macdonald Christie, and provide the

students with a rich international experience.

Today’s symposium is the culmination of these earlier initiatives and of many others. It

aims to bring these initiatives together, and be a starting point for establishing a network

linking researchers, students and private companies. We already have such a structure

in place for hosting this network, with FEAST, the Forum for European—Australian

Science and Technology cooperation, and more specifically with FEAST-France, its

France-Australia sub-network. You are indeed welcome to join FEAST-France and

even, if you wish, create a Special Interest Group on Nuclear Medicine. My colleague

Alain Moulet, Science and Technology Attache, will be glad to answer any questions

about these networks.

To conclude, I wish to thank Professor Whitworth for supporting the French—Australian

relationship by opening this Symposium with me. I also thank Professor Syrota, Director

of Life Sciences at the Atomic Energy Commission, for agreeing to give the plenary

lecture.

And I give special thanks to ANSTO for organising this Symposium and making it

possible.

I am sure that France and ANSTO can strengthen their relationship further still. As you

know, nuclear medicine originated in France with the Curie family. Furthermore, nearly

80% of the electrical energy in France is provided by nuclear reactors. Therefore, we

feel that we have an outstanding day-to-day security track record, and that our

experience can be usefully shared.

Thank you.
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Welcome & Introduction by:

_-. Director of the John Curtin School of Medical Research,
._ Australian National University,

,_. crippling poverty and the early and tragic death of her

Professor Judith Whitworth

_* M Moulet, Professor Helen Garnett, distinguished guests,
colleagues

My first scientific hero, when l was at primary school, was a"' Frenchwoman by marriage, Marie Curie. She overcame

A husband and colleague Pierre, to become one of the_ world’s greatest scientists. She was the first person to
become a double Nobel Laureate. lt was her work, over a

i-it century ago in Paris, that gave birth to the concept of
radioactivity, and ultimately to the discipline of Nuclear"' Medicine we are celebrating today.

_ When l worked and studied in Paris, in the early seventies,_ supported both by the College of Physicians here and the
Hopitaux de Paris, relations between our two countries- were strained by another sort of nuclear activity. Because of
French nuclear testing in the Pacific, Australian unions had imposed a series of bans"' and there was not even mail between the two countries.. That not withstanding, my

__ colleagues were hospitable, and people in general very well disposed to Australians.
They remembered Australians fighting in France in WWI and remembered that we had

-u many values in common.

—~ l was enormously impressed by French culture and civilisation, by the very high quality
of medical science, and by the breadth of education.

_ A number of my colleagues had similar experiences and established links with French
doctors and scientists, working both in France and in Australia. A few of the working-i collaborations led not only to publications but to marriages and off spring. Through
NHMRC and INSERM we set up a joint cardiovascular collaboration that has been

— meeting over more than a decade. There are many similar initiatives.

— Today, of course, apart from the occasional punch-up on the rugby field, our two_ countries are again very close and today is a scientific celebration of that closeness.
The cross fertilisation of scientific and technical skills is evident in today’s program.i
A major presentation today discusses a French Benzamide labelled with I-123 that it is

— hoped with show up better in Malignant melanoma — the Australian disease — than the
- current gold standard marker FDG. A clinical trial in Sydney is about to start. In parallel," will be ongoing research to make a therapy analogue with l-131, to actually treat

__ widespread deposits of this particularly vicious disease.ji


