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A New Paradigm

P/D isotope ratios of enriched mantle (EM) and high-µ
(HIMU) reservoirs sampled by OIBs, CFBs, kimberlites and
carbonatites are produced by CO2-fluxed lower mantle (LM)
melting [1]. Our model resolves the long-standing conjecture
regarding the formation of HIMU and EM.

Modelling and Implications

Using measured or inferred partition coefficients, we show
that U/Pb, Rb/Sr, Sm/Nd, Lu/Hf, and Re/Os ratios of EM are
associated with C-rich melts while residues evolve to HIMU
[1]. LM melting occurs in thermochemical upwellings by
carbonate suppression of the liquidus. End-members originate
in domains isolated from whole mantle convection. Melts
with > 1% CO2 and residues are variably buoyant allowing
spatial separation of EM and HIMU. HIMU is a refractory
residue with long LM residence time and thus it evolves to
extreme isotopic compositions. EM is a melt that reacts with
ambient mantle and does not produce such extreme isotope
ratios. Entrainment in plumes transports EM and HIMU
domains at different ascent rates to magmagenetic zones at the
top of the LM and in the transition zone.
HIMU does not involve hydrothermally altered oceanic
crust, and EM does not require entrainment of continentderived sediment. Generating EM and HIMU by a single
melting process from pristine mantle explains the presence of
primitive rare gas end-member isotope ratios in mantle plume
magmas as well as constraints of the Pb isotope paradoxes.
Carbon in the deep mantle clearly plays an important role in
Earth’s geochemical evolution. Kimberlites, carbonatites and
OIBs all preserve an isotopic record of their LM pedigree.

Ferric iron geometry and
coordination during hydrolysis and
ferrihydrite precipitation
R.N. COLLINS1,2,*, A.L. ROSE3, C.J. GLOVER4,
D.D. BOLAND1, T.E. PAYNE1,2 AND T.D. WAITE1

School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, The
University of New South Wales, Sydney, NSW 2052,
Australia. (richard.collins@unsw.edu.au)
2
Institute for Environmental Research, Australian Nuclear
Science and Technology Organisation, Locked Bag 2001,
Kirrawee DC, NSW 2232, Australia.
3
Southern Cross Geoscience, Southern Cross University, PO
Box 157, Lismore, NSW 2480, Australia.
4
X-ray Absorption Spectroscopy Beamline, Australian
Synchrotron Company Ltd, 800 Blackburn Rd, Clayton,
VIC 3168, Australia.
1

Definitive structural characterisation of ferrihydrite has
challenged scientists primarily due to its nanosized particles
and inherent long-range structural disorder which challenges
analytical methodology (and modelling) typically employed to
determine the structure of minerals. Here we report on the
application of a synchrotron quick-scanning X-ray absorption
spectroscopy (XAS) approach, which allows the collection of
Extended X-ray Absorption Fine Structure (EXAFS) spectral
data to k = 15 Å-1 in < 1 minute, to obtain unparalleled iron Kedge data on the hydrolysis of FeIII(H2O)6 and ferrihydrite
precipitation.
Modelling of the pre-edge and EXAFS data: 1) supports
theoretical studies which have suggested the existence of a
monomeric penta-coordinated FeIII hydrolysis species and;
2) corroborates recently proposed structural models of
ferrihydrite that contain tetrahedral FeIII. Modelling results
indicate that ferrihydrite consists of 15 to 25 % tetrahedral
FeIII and suggest that this geometry must be included in any
comprehensive structural model of ferrihydrite and,
furthermore, should be considered when evaluating the
reactivity, stability and other structure-property relationships
of this mineral.
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