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ABSTRACT

Time-dependent neutron energy spectra in the range 0.6 to 6.4 MeV have
been measured in a depleted uranium assembly. By selecting windows in the
time range 0.9 to 82 ns after the beam pulse, it was possible to observe the
change of the neutron energy distributions from spectra of predominantly 4 to
6 MeV neutrons to spectra composed almost entirely of fission neutrons. The
measured spectra were compared to a Monte Carlo calculation of the experiment
using the ENDF/B-IV data file. At times and energies at which the calculation
predicted a fission spectrum, the experiment agreed with the calculation,
confirming the accuracy of the neutron spectroscopy system. However, the
presence of discrepancies at other times and energies suggested that there are
significant inconsistencies in the inelastic cross sections in the 1 to 6 MeV

range.
(Continued)



The time response generated concurrently with the energy spectra was
compared to the Monte Carlo calculation. From this comparison, and from
examination of time spectra measured by other workers using 235U and 237Np
fission detectors, it would appear that there are discrepancies 1in the
ENDF/B-1IV cross sections below 1 MeV. The predicted decay rates were too far
below and too high above 0.8 MeV.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Fast reactors have operated successfully since 1952 and their technical
feasibility is not in doubt. Their commercial acceptance will depend largely
on their safety, reliability and economics. The economics in particular
requires accurate quantitative prediction of the fast reactor's performance.
The core and shield designs, and fuel management strategies demand an ability
to calculate the neutronics of the system accurately. Most of the quantities
required (power distribution, critical mass, breeding ratio, fuel burn-up and
safety margins) are a function of the neutron spectrum which characterises the
reactor. Numerical solution of the transport theory equations provides a
reasonably accurate estimate of the spectrum provided that accurate neutron
cross sections are available as input. Although significant improvements to
the cross sections have generally been made, this has not been the case for
the inelastic scattering cross section of 238U. This cross section is a major
influence in determining the fast reactor spectrum and accurate microscopic or
differential measurements are difficult because of the presence of 238U
fission events. Errors in the inelastic scattering cross section of 238U are
thought to be in the range of 10 to 50 per cent [W. Gemmell, AAEC private
communication].

Although claims have been made stressing the high economic costs of such
uncertainties in the dinput data [Greebler et al. 1970], the practical
realities are not so harsh because several fuel enrichments are generally
used. Slight changes in the proportion of core allocated to a given
enrichment and optimisation of fuel management substantially reduce the
economic penalty. This is not to deny that uncertainties are undesirable and
ways have to be examined of reducing them. Simple integral, homogeneous
experiments can be designed which highlight spectrum-weighted, cross-sectional
quantities and hence provide an upper limit to the uncertainties. These
experiments are extremely valuable in clarifying the issues and the errors and
in emphasising those areas in which greater accuracy is required.

The integral experiments used for testing data or calculational methods
fall 1into three groups. One group measures stationary, or time-averaged,
neutron spectra with spectrometers such as 3He or proton recoil [Bluhm et al.
1974] or, with coarser resolution, using threshold foils [Kabir and Cooper
1972]. Other experiments in this group, which involve pulsing the test
assembly with an intense source and separating out the energies by time-of-
flight, have the advantage of inherent accuracy of time-of-flight techniques



but suffer the disadvantage of needing quite massive equipment [Ragan et al.
1976; Malaviya et al. 1972]. For example, in the typical experiment by
Malaviya et al. [1972], the neutron source was a 60 MeV LINAC, and an
evacuated neutron flight tube of length 28 to 100 m was needed to obtain
adequate energy resolution.

The second type of experiment is exemplified by that of Gozani and
d'Oultrement [1968], who measured the time-dependent reaction rate of a
fission detector in a pulsed assembly. This type of experiment has the merits
of requiring relatively simple apparatus and of preserving the time
information. One important benefit of measuring the time response is that
minor changes in the source energy distribution have virtually no effect after
a few nanoseconds. The measurement is, therefore, much less sensitive to
uncertainties 1in the source spectrum than 1is the stationary spectrum
measurement. However, the differential energy spectrum information is lost.

With the advent of organic scintillator neutron spectrometers, it became
feasible to measure both time and energy spectra. The penalty for gaining
simultaneous time and energy information is a considerable increase in
complexity of the data collection system and analytic procedures. For
example, great care is needed to avoid systematic errors in the pulse height
spectra due to the rapid change of the flux with time, and to reject the gamma
rays to which the spectrometer is sensitive. Even after using pulse shape
discrimination, it is not easy to be sure that systematic errors from gamma
rays are eliminated.

Perhaps because of these difficulties, the technique of time-dependent
neutron spectroscopy has not been widely used for evaluation of neutron data
for fast reactor materials in simple assemblies. Deconninck and Monseu [1972]
made some measurements on carbon, aluminium, iron and lead cubes with rather
poor timing resolution and without the benefit of advanced spectrum unfolding
codes. Pieroni [1974] made the first such experiment on a natural uranium
assembly. This was an excellent pioneering experiment in which the whole
process of time-dependent spectrum measurement and cross section adjustment
was shown to be feasible.

Pieroni's results demonstrated one of the more serious problems with
integral experiments. The cross section set which gives best agreement with a
given experiment may not be unique. Thus both the Pieroni corrected data set
and the KFKINR set [Keifhaber 1972] give better agreement with fast critical



assembly experiments than the KEDAK set from which they started, but each set
is different (Figure 1). If the adjustment procedure were to lead to a
genuine improvement in both cases, it would be accepted that the KFKINR set
would be quite different from the original KEDAK set, as would the Pieroni's
adjusted set. However, the KFKINR set would have to be substantially closer
to Peironi's set than to the KEDAK set. This was not the case.

To compare the three data sets, the group-averaged sets presented by
Pieroni were used. The percentage differences between the groups were squared
and averaged, producing-an r.m.s. percentage deviation between the sets. The
r.m.s. percentage deviation of the KFKINR and the Pieroni sets from the KEDAK
set were 7.5 and 10.1 per cent respectively. In the comparison of the KFKINR
and Peironi sets, the value was 10.7 per cent. This is inconsistent with both
the adjusted sets being closer to the truth than KEDAK. Clearly, several
experiments carried out in different ways are required to resolve the
inconsistency in reults.

2. EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN

The present work, in its conceptual phase when the Pieroni experiment was
reported, benefits from a much deeper study of systematic errors of the
technique. The following examples are representative. Firstly, the neutron
source was chosen with an energy range within the dynamic range of the
detector. This avoided having to subtract counts due to an estimated high
energy component. Secondly, the monoenergetic responses were measured and
tested to guarantee that the neutron spectroscopy system was self-consistent
[Whittlestone 1980a]. The third systematic error to be examined in detail was
timing walk. Measurements indicated that fast changing spectra can be
severely distorted by a timing walk much smaller than the overall experimental
timing resolution. A digital timing walk correction system was developed
which virtually eliminated errors due to timing walk [Cawley and Whittiestone
1980]. Finally, the effect of pulse pile-up was found to be a significant
source of error even when the probability of a count per beam pulse was as low
as 0.02. In the present work, the errors range up to 7 per cent [Whittlestone
1980b].

A design study for the present experiment produced three strong
indications that the detector should be placed inside the stack. First, it
was clear that timing and high energy information would be Tlost as the



detection position moved from the centre to the external face. Since the
scattering mean free path was approximately 5 cm, the proportion of neutrons
which had undergone only one or two scatters would be very small at the stack
surface. Thus the sensitivity of the experiment to cross section data in the
2 to 6 MeV range would probably be much greater inside the stack. Secondly,
calculation of the system response would be easier. Within a few centimetres
of the target, the flux would be nearly cylindrically symmetric. Not only
would a Monte Carlo calculation be more efficient when the detector was inside
the stack, but also there was the possibility of using a diffusion code for
sensitivity studies. Thirdly, the background count rate of spontaneous gamma
rays from the natural radioactivity of the stack could be reduced for a given
neutron count rate. This was particularly important for any measurement in
thorium.  Although the spontaneous gamma ray count was only slightly
influenced by the detector position, the neutron count rate would be about a
factor of 10 higher at 6 cm from the target than at the surface [Moo 1973].

To enable the detector to be placed in the stack, a small NE213
scintillation detector (Nuclear Enterprises Ltd, Edinburgh, UK) was developed
(Figure 2) which can slide into a 2.5 cm square hole in the uranium stack
[Whittlestone 1980al.

Section 3 briefly describes the uranium assembly and the neutron source.
The rather extensive measurements required to determine the neutron source
conditions involved material not directly related to the spectrum
measurements; this information has been published elsewhere [Whittlestone
1977a].

For the neutron spectrum measurements, it was necessary to ensure that,
throughout the experiment, the basic calibrations of the time and energy
scales were within known bounds. Section 4 begins with a description of the
calibration and monitoring system, and finishes with details of the spectrum
measurement. The effect of some instrumental instabilities is also assessed.

Section 5 presents the results of the spectrum measurement and a Monte
Carlo calculation using the ENDF/B-IV data file. Some preliminary comparisons
are made between the experiment and the calculation, and the relationship
between the present experiment and some fission detector time spectra is
discussed.




3. THE EXPERIMENTAL FACILITY

Details of the experimental hardware have been published elsewhere
[Whittlestone 1977a]. The present discussion of the neutron source and the
uranium assembly is limited to the details essential to an understanding of
the time-dependent energy spectrum measurements (TDESM).

3.1 The Neutron Source

The neutron source for the TDESM was obtained from a beryllium target
bombarded by a charged particle beam from a 3 MV Van de Graaff accelerator and
mounted well away from extraneous neutron scattering materials. The
accelerator performance and the elevated target station are described
elsewhere [Whittlestone 1977a]. Essentially, the system delivered a puise of
about 3 ns FWHM, with a residual beam current less than 1074 times the peak
current. The number of neutrons scattered back to the detector from walls and
fixtures was negligible.

Beryllium was chosen as the target material because it has the unique
property of reacting with deuterons below 3 MeV in energy to produce copious
quantities of neutrons with a range of energies up to about 7 MeV. Details of
the neutron angle-dependent energy spectra are given by Whittlestone [1976,
1977b]. A deuteron energy of 2.3 MeV was chosen for the TDESM because the
yield per microampere was adequate and the neutron energy spectrum was
suitable (ranging up to 6.4 MeV). Also there was a reasonable probability of
the accelerator achieving this energy on any given day.

3.2 The Uranium Assembly

The uranium assembly was a 406 mm cube composed of 512 precisely machined
blocks. Some blocks were modified to form holes to accommodate the beryllium
target at the centre of the cube and permit insertion of the detector. The
assembly was supported on a table having a mild steel top with milled slots,
to reduce neutron scattering, and three adjustable legs. The main features of
the uranium assembly, the target and the table, are shown in Figure 3. The
chemical composition of the blocks is given in Table 1.




4. MEASUREMENT OF TIME-DEPENDENT NEUTRON ENERGY SPECTRA

4.1 Introduction

During the experiment, the most importint and unstable parameters were
continuously monitored. The linzar amplifier system gain was measured by a
test pulser. Throughout the experiment, any changes of beam pulse shape or
beam time pick-off were accounted for by viewing the target with a gamma ray
detector and measuring the integrated beam pulse time profile. Drifts of the
timing system were monitored by measuring both the beam pulse time profile and
the neutron detector time spectrum with the same time-to-amplitude converter
(TAC)/pulse height analyser (PHA) system. Where is was impracticable or
unnecessary to provide continuous monitoring, calibrations were performed at
appropriate intervals.

, The basic functions of the electronics and calibration procedures are
described in Sections 4.2 and 4.3, followed by a brief outline of the data
collection system (Section 4.4) which was based on a PDP15 on-1ine computer.
Finally, in Section 4.5, the measurement of the time-dependent spectra in the
uranium stack is described and various errors are evaluated.

4.2 The Electronic System

The two basic functions of the electronics were:

(a) to amplify and shape the linear pulse from the photomultiplier for
analysis by the computer; and

(b) to provide a timing signal with each pulse.

Thus each event could be stored in a different region of the computer
according to the time of the event in relation to the accelerator beam pulse.
Additional circuits were required to 'veto' gamma ray events and to perform
basic calibrations. Still more circuits were necessary to monitor the
prevailing instability of all other devices. The final system to carry out
all these functions is represented schematically in Figure 4.

The beam pick-off pulse passed through a complex logic circuit before it
reached the TAC stop 1input. This circuitry ensured that only the gamma
detector pulses were recorded in the first 50 ns of the TAC sweep and only




scintillator probe events in the final 150 ns, producing the time spectrum
sketched in the computer box of Figure 4. Another sub.lety was the processing
of the trigger signal from the precision pulse generator (PPG). To be
recorded in the pulse height spectrum, the pulse in the linear system had to
be accompanied by three other pulses, as if it were a real detector pulse.
Two of these extra pulses indicated a ‘neutron' event and a valid timing
event. The third was a pulse Fed through the summing amplifier into the
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) which processed the timing events from the
TAC. A pseudo timing event was therefore recorded in the time spectrum. The
test pulse in the linear system then appeared in the pulse height spectrum of
a time window embracing the pseudo time event.

4,3 Calibrations

Seven calibrations were required for day-to-day operation of the
experiment. Amplifier gain monitoring and measurement of the beam pulse time
profile have already been discussed adequately. A third set the pulse shape
analyser ratio to reject 98 per cent of the counts from a 137Cs source. A
fourth established the pulse height scale in He* (1 He is the pulse height
from a 1 MeV electron in the scintillator). This was done by adjusting the
precision pulse generator to the half height of the Compton edge of the 137¢s
reference source. The half height was at 0.4964 He = Compton edge energy X
1.04 [Flynn et al. 1964]. By setting the pulser to other positions, the zero
channel and linearity were determined.

The remaining three calibrations refer to timing. The absolute timing of
the probe time scale was established by placing the scintillator probe to view
the target directly and count the gamma rays. A peak of the same shape as the
gamma monitor peak appeared in the right hand portion of the time spectrum
(Figure 4). After correction for the gamma ray flight time, the relationship
between the monitor peak and the absolute timing of the probe spectrum is
known.

In the next timing calibration, the number of channels between the gamma
detector peak and the half height of the leading edge of the probe neutron
time spectrum was monitored from run to run. This provided a check on the
accuracy of the absolute timing (see Section 4.5).

* The H_is identical to 'MeVe' used elsewhere (cf. Whittlestone 1980d],
and atcords with AAEC practice in choice of notation.



Finally, the time scale of the time spectrum was measured using the
accurate 100 ns delay increments from a digital delay based on a 10 MHz
crystal. Measurements were made of the number of channels between, say, 10
and 110 ns and 50 and 150 ns. The mean was taken as the calibration and the
difference as an index of non-linearity.

4.4 The Experimental Data Collection System

The PDP15 computer was equipped with a CAMAC crate incorporating scalers
and three ADCs, with a machine language dual parameter program, DIGWIN-W, and
a FOCAL higher level language [DEC 1969] to control CAMAC and input/output
functions. A FOCAL program was written to facilitate operation of the
experiment. Apart from timing or writing messages about the state of the
experiment at preset counts, this program made it possible to work in units of
nanoseconds for timing and He for pulse heights. Thus, digital windows and
timing walk were entered in nanosecond units using a conversational style of
programming which minimised operator errors. A listing of the program is
given in Appendix A.

4.5 The Spectrum Measurement

The experiment was run over four days during which time six nominally
identical sets of data were accumulated; every calibration varied throughout
this period. The discussion will proceed from the easier to the more
difficult aspects of these variations. At the end of this section, the
standardisation and summation of the data will be discussed. A summary of the
physically important data for the summed spectra is given in Table 2.

Changes in the pulse height scale were insignificant during any one run
(approximately 0.3 per cent) and of no significance between runs because of
the subsequent standardisation. Nor was there any problem with the pulse
shape analyser, no adjustments being required during the four days.

Accelerator stability was more of a problem because the pulse width
gradually increased from 2.4 to 5-0 ns FWHM, while the count rate fluctuated
between 2000 and 11 000 counts 5"1, with an average of about 8000 counts s7L.
The pulse width variations were more of a hindrance than a source of érror,
because the continuous monitoring of the beam pulse kept track of any timing
shifts during the measurement. Sufficient reproducibility of timing was
obtained by adjusting the time windows at the start of each run. However, the



count rate fluctuations prevented a meaningful evaluation of pulse pile-up
effects [Whittlestone 1980a].

Using the formalism developed by Whittlestone [1980a], the increase in
counts recorded because of pile-up at a count rate of 11 000 counts s‘1 was
shown to vary by a few per cent over each pulse height spectrum (Figure 5).
Had the count rate during the experiment been constant, the spectra could have
been corrected. In the present experiment, the time history of the count rate
was not recorded, and so the pile-up contribution could not be calculated. It
was only possible to regard the pile-up at a count rate of 11 000 counts s'1
as an upper limit and treat it as an error. For the relatively smooth spectra
in the uranium stack, with their fairly high proportion of low energy
neutrons, errors in the pulse height spectra translated into similar errors in
the unfolded energy spectrum.

The worst problem encountered during the experiment was drifting of the
TAC, with variations of # 0.7 per cent from the mean of 0.0719 ns per channel.
Although this represented only 0.5 ns over the 77 ns time range of the neutron
spectrum, it introduced a 1 ns errer into the absolute timing determination,
which was based on the relative position of time reference points situated 150
ns apart. An error of 1 ns in the timing of the first time window at about 3
ns after the beam pulse was unacceptable. Fortunately, a Monte Carlo
calculation [Rainbow and Whittlestone 1980] of the neutron energy spectra and
time response of the experiment has been made, showing, among other things,
that the response of the uranium stack to an impulse at the target is
extremely fast. In fact, the count rate as a function of time reached its
maximum within one 0.1 ns time channel. This meant that the Teading edge of
the calculated time response with the beam pulse timing folded in was very
close to the integral of the beam pulse. Thus the absolute timing of the
experimental beam pulse could be determined from the neutron detector time
response. To illustrate this, a calculation of the detector response was made
for an impulse and the experimental beam pulse shape. When the timing of the
impulse was matched to the peak of the true beam pulse, the half height of the
beam pulse broadened response was exactly at the leading edge of the impulse
response (Figure 6).

The first step in the experimental analysis was to add all the data
together. The pulse height spectra were first standardised to channel 1 = O,
channel 512 = 3.5 H,, using the AND code [Whittlestone 1980b], then added,
doing a x2 test which showed that all the data at Tlater times were
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consistent, but inconsistent at early times. This was expected in view of the
different beam pulse shapes and times. Figure 7 gives a representative sample
of the beam pulse time profiles, adjusted to a time zero 8.9 ns before the
start of the first time window. These adjusted beam pulse time profiles were
added together to produce the profile which would have produced the summed
time-gated pulse height spectra, had the accelerator produced that profile
steadily for four days and the TAC not drifted.

The standardised summed pulse height spectra were analysed using the code
UNF TWhittlestone 1980b].

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

5.1 Results

Table 2 contains a specification of the time-dependent neutron energy
spectrum measurement, including the overall accuracy, timing, amplitude and
neutron energy resolutions, and the time boundaries of the windows from which
the neutron spectra were taken. It may be noted that the accuracy of the
energy spectra is quoted as 10 per cent plus statistical errors plus
oscillations. These oscillations are artifacts of the unfolding process and
represent local perturbations from the true solution. One way to mitigate the
effects of oscillations in a spectrum having no fine structure is to regroup
the spectrum energies into wider energy groups. The aim in selecting the new
groups was to eliminate structure which was not credible from the solution,
while keeping the groups as narrow as possible. Table 3 gives the new group
boundaries. The original and regrouped neutron energy spectra from the window
at 12 ns are shown in Figure 8a. It is believed that the amplitude of the
oscillations has been reduced to less than the 10 per cent systematic error on
the spectra owing to other factors.

The Monte Carlo calculations [Rainbow and Whittlestone 1980] for the 12
ns window are shown in Figure 8b, with its original groups and those defined
in Table 3. Evidently, there is no serious loss of information resulting from
the broadening of the energy resolution of the results. The benefit of
improved statistical accuracy in the higher energy groups at later times far
outweighs any loss.
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Figures 9 to 11 show the neutron energy spectra derived from experiment
and calculation using the ENDF/B-IV cross section set. These results are
tabulated in Appendix B.  The curves have been normalised by the factor which
makes the experiment and theory match at 2.75 MeV in the 21 ns time window.
The pairs of lines give the calculated values plus and minus the statistical
error. As a basis for discussion, a fission neutron spectrum is superimposed
on the spectra at 16 ns. Details of the Monte Carlo calculation are given by
Rainbow and Whittlestone [1980]. Briefly, the detector geometry and material
cross sections were included explicitly. Fifty energy groups were used,
spanning the range 10 keV to 10 MeV. Perturbations from the iron table on
which the stack rested proved to be negligible. The only significant
systematic error in the calculation arose from errors in the uranium cross
sections.

5.2 Comparison of Experiment with Calculation and Fission Spectrum

The objective of the experiment has been realised by the presentation of
the results in the previous section. However, a few immediate comparisons
with theory are possible. The first impression from the results (Figures 9 to
11) is that there is quite good agreement between experiment and theory after
12 ns. During the first 1.9 ns, the calculation predicts too ‘hard' a
spectrum, but the prediction changes faster than the experiment, and by 5.9 ns
is too 'soft', the discrepancy diminishing at later times.

To put these impressions on a more quantitative basis, the comparison was
split into considerations of integral time response, which will be discussed
in the next section, and spectrum shape. The difference between the
experimental and theoretical spectrum shapes was expressed as the variance
x2/(N-1), minimised by applying a scale factor to the theoretical spectrum at
each time (Figure 12). Allowance was made for the 10 per cent systematic
error from efficiency and pile-up. The experimental and theoretical energy
spectra did not have the same shape at any time, although at time windows
between 16 and 29.5 ns, the variances were very close to 2, the value for 5
per cent probability of agreement.

The next step was to look for agreement between parts of the spectra. It
was clear from the calculation that a high proportion of the high energy
counts at later times were due to fission neutrons. As a matter of interest,
the fission spectrum from 23 U was scaled to match the measured and calculated
spectra above various energies. The later the time, the Tower was the energy
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beyond which the fission spectrum was & good match (Figure 13). The criterion
for matching was a G probability of > 5 per cent.

Considerations such as these, together with group time responses will
provide part of the basis for adjusting the cross sections to obtain better
agreement between experiment and theory. At a more basic level, it was
reassuring that the experiment agreed with the theory when the theory
predicted a fission spectrum. Intuitively, it would seem that only
unbelievable errors in the sections could cause disagreement in these cases.
Thus the observed agreement with the fission spectrum gave confidence in the
accuracy of the regrouped energy spectra.

5.3 Comparison with Fission Detector Measurements

An adjunct to the measurement of time-dependent neutron energy spectra
was the measurement of detector count rate as a function of time after the
beam pulse. A measurement of similar time spectra in the same uranium stack
with the same source has been made by Rainbow [1980] using 237Np and 235U
fission detectors. The relative efficiencies of the 235U, 237Np and NE213
detectors as a function of energy exhibit detection thresholds at 0, 0.6 and
0.8 MeV respectively (Figure 14a). Since most of the neutrons have energies
below 1 MeV after 12 ns (Figure 9), the decay rates will be very sensitive to
errors in the cross sections in just the region where the detector
efficiencies are most different. When the experiment and theory for the time
responses of these detectors are compared (Figure 14b), the 235U decay rate
prediction is too low, that for 237Np about right and that for the ME213
detector too high. Thus, using a very crude two-group model, it would appear
that the calculation for energies below 0.8 MeV gives too Tow a decay rate
whereas the converse applies for energies above 0.8 MeV. The agreement with
the 237Np detector would seem to be a consequence of the cancellation of a
number of errors.

Two conclusions may be drawn from this. Firstly, it would be worth
attempting to push the energy threshold of the NE213 spectrometer down as far
as possible to investigate problems with the inelastic cross sections in the
sub-MeV range. Secondly, use of the NE213 detector as a threshold detector
has already indicated problems with the inelastic cross sections which
dominate the time response above 1 MeV [Pieroni 1974]. A thorough analysis of
the energy spectrum data from the NE213 detector should lead to some very well
informed guesses at changes which should be made in these cross sections.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

A set of time-dependent neutron energy spectra in a pulsed uranium
assembly has been measured with sufficient accuracy to show that there are
significant discrepancies from a Monte Carlo calculation. Current indications
are that these discrepancies are due to inaccuracies in the inelastic cross
section data for 238y [Corcuera 1975; Bluhm et al. 1974]. The present
experiment has provided a basis for correction of these cross sections.

In addition, the original concept of the experiment has been vindicated.
Both the detector pesitioning and measurement of time-dependence of the
spectra have given valuable insight into the behaviour of the neutrons in the
assembly. By placing the detector inside the stack, perturbations by
scattering from external hardware were virtually eliminated and the Monte
Carlo calculation was more efficient. This was because the flux was higher
and the detector could be modelled by a cylinder around the beam axis [Rainbow
and ¥hittlestone 1980]. But most importantly, it was possible to observe the
extremely rapid softening of the neutron energy spectrum from a predominantly
5 MeV spectrum 1.9 ns after the beam pulse to a spectrum with only a few per
cent of neutrons above 2 MeV by 8 ns. During this time, the spectrum was most
sensitive to the inelastic cross sections between 2 and 6 MeV. Since the
experiment with the detector inside the stack was only just able to follow the
spectrum changes, it is clear that a detector on the surface would have had
substantially less chance of providing significant data in this energy region.
Also, the value of measuring time-dependence is nicely demonstrated by the
change in the calculated spectra from too hard to too soft during the first 8
ns. A stationary experiment could not have detected such a change. It is
anticipated that the sensitivity studies to be carried out on this experiment
will more rigorously justify the effort of measuring simultaneous time and
energy dependence.

Comparison of time spectra from the present measurement with time spectra
from two detectors with Tower energy thresholds has indicated that there are
significant cross section discrepancies at energies below 1 MeV. Thus it
would be desirable to measure energy spectra down to about 0.2 MeV.
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TABLE 1
COMPOSITION OF DEPLETED URANIUM BLOCKS

Element Analysis Element Analysis

ug g7 ug g
c 141 Cu 20
Cd <01 Hg <1.4
B < 0.2 Li < 1.0
Fe 85 Ag < 0.1
Mn 30 v <5
M 29 Mo 4
N 32 Mg <2
Al 70 Th <2
si 90 235y 0.20

Cr <3 238, 99.7
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TABLE 3
ENERGY BOUNDARIFS FOR REGROUPED NEUTRON ENERGY SPECTRA

Group Boundary Centre

No. (MeV) (Mev)
0.6

1 0.8
1.0

2 1.25
1.5

3 1.75
2.0

4 2.25
2.5

5 2.75
3.0

6 3.25
3.5

7 4.0
4.5

8 5.0
5.5

9 5.95
6.4




(barns)

CROSS SECTION

3.0
2.8
2.6
2.4
2.2
2.0
1.8
1.6
1.4
1.2
1.0
0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2
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APPENDIX A
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APPENDIX B
THE TIME-DEPENDENT NEUTRON ENERGY SPECTRA

The following tables contain the neutron energy spectra for each time
window, from both experiment and theory. Only the mid points of the energy
groups and time windows are given. Full details of these are in Tables 2 and
3 respectively. The experimental results have been divided by 104. A scaling
factor, F, is quoted with each of the theoretical spectra, which is the factor
by which the raw theoretical spectra have been scaled. To obtain the best
match to the experiment, a further scaling by 0.4 is required.
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